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           21ST CENTURY SHOW # 64 
 

SHOW OPEN, GRAPHIC AND MUSIC (24’’) 
 
TEASES  
 
Coming up on 21st Century… (2”) 
 
[GABON TEASE] 
 
The global ivory trade is booming, putting African elephants at 
risk of extinction  (JOSEPH: Look – the skull  // you can see how it’s 

smashed.  They’ve cut it with the axe, to get out the ivory) … In 
Gabon, one man’s struggle to stop the slaughter (22’) 
 
[TRINIDAD TEASE] 
 
 

And in the Caribbean - a threat to marine life  (SOT Dragan: The 

whole beach side....just dead fish ... the whole sea ...floating..)  ...an 
industry, and an ecosystem in peril (13.5”) 
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ANCHOR INTRO #1 (27’”) 
 
Hello, and welcome to 21st Century. I’m Daljit Dhaliwal.  
 
[GABON INTRO] 
 
For elephants, last year was one of the worst ever recorded.  They’re being 

slaughtered for their ivory at record rates, African elephants are increasingly the 

targets of global criminal trafficking networks.   We travel to Central Africa to the 

frontline of the fight to save these creatures and meet one man who’s dedicating 

his life to their protection. (27”) 

 
 

GABON: ELEPHANT MAN 
  

                  VIDEO                    AUDIO 

Joseph travels upstream in boat 

More shots in boat (different day): 

NAT SND boat 

 
 

 

JOSEPH ON CAM; 

 

 

 

 

Continue sequence Joseph in boat 

 

 

Wild animals 

 

 

 

Joseph on Camera 
 

JOSEPH : (In French) 

I’ve always been fascinated with the local 

wild animals but before I was powerless to 

protect them. (7’) 

  

NARRATION: 

But now Dr Joseph Okouyi is anything but 

powerless.  He is engaged in a dangerous 

struggle against a criminal network to 

protect these animals – his life-long 

passion.    (15’) 

 

JOSEPH: (In French) 

When I was young, I had a dog – I ate out 

of the same bowl as my dog.  I don’t think 

you could do this work without a passion 
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Joseph on boat with his rangers 

 

 

 

MORE WILD ANIMALS 
 

 

 

 

 

INTRODUCTION TO ELEPHANT FOOTAGE 

 

CLOSE UP ELEPHANTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JOSEPH ON CAM  

 

 

 

 

MORE ELEPHANT SHOTS IN THE JUNGLE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JOSEPH ON CAMERA IN THE JUNGLE 

 

CUT AWAY TO ELEPHANT 

for animals. (11’) 

 

NARRATION: 

This work is to be the Chief Warder leading 

teams of guards trying to save the lives of 

the animals in Gabon’s Ivindo National 

Park - 1200 square miles of almost- 

impenetrable virgin rain-forest. (15’) 

 

And one of the animals Joseph has 

dedicated his life to protect is the local 

forest-elephant.  The largest land-animal 

on our planet, whose intelligence and 

maternal instincts are well-known, 

elephants are extensively hunted and killed 

for their valuable ivory tusks.  And these 

majestic animals are now severely 

endangered. (20”) 

 

JOSEPH: (In French) 

“Less than a month ago, the carcasses of 

eight elephants were found just on one 

side of the park.” (7’) 

 

NARRATION: 

These local forest-elephants are 

particularly lucrative targets for poachers, 

he says, as they possess larger tusks per 

body weight than most other African 

species. (10.5’) 

 

JOSEPH: (In French) 

In this region, it’s known that there are 

what is referred to as the “big carriers”.  

There are elephants whose tusks touch the 
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TOM DE MEULENAER ON CAMERA 

 

 

 

 

 

DE MEULENAER LOOKING AT IVORY 

TUSKS 

IVORY STATUES 

 

 

 

DE MEULENAER ON CAMERA  

 

 

 

IVORY TUSKS IN A ROW 

 

LINE OF WEAPONS 

 

 

VARIOUS IVORY STATUES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MORE ELEPHANT SHOTS 

 

DEAD ELEPHANT ON THE GROUND 

 

ELEPHANTS BEING SHOT 

 

ground! (8’) 

 

TOM MEULENAER:(In English) 

“The Central African forests are being 

devastated by poaching.  That’s where 

most of the ivory, the illegal ivory comes 

from.” (7) 

 

NARRATION: 

Tom De Meulenaer is the Coordinator of 

the United Nations programme to monitor 

the illegal killing of elephants.(6’) 

 

TOM De MEULENAER :(In English) 

“We are losing the battle of African 

elephants in Central Africa.” (3’) 

 

NARRATION: 

The elephant tusks are smuggled out of 

Gabon as part of a vast international 

network of traffickers.  The ivory is headed 

largely to Asia where it’s used for 

decorative and other purposes.  The thirst 

for these products globally is so great that 

the illegal trade of ivory products reached 

record levels in 2011 – with an annual 

value of some 100 million US dollars 

according to UN estimates. (30’) 

 

It is feared that as many as 12 thousand 

African elephants may be slaughtered 

every year for their ivory.  And although a 

protected species, in the last three 

decades, the elephant population in Africa 

has been more than halved - something 
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JOSEPH TO CAMERA ON THE RIVER BANK 

 

 

 

 

 

JOSEPH IN BOAT WITH OTHER RANGERS 

 

 

 

 

 

CAMP FOOTAGE 

JOSEPH IN MOSQUITO NET 

 

 

 

 

 

DAWN CAMP SHOTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JOSEPH WITH RANGERS IN THE CAMP 

 

CUT TO JOSEPH ON CAMERA 

 

 

Joseph cannot accept, no matter the 
personal cost. (23’) 

 

JOSEPH: (In French) 

“It’s a thankless task, not well paid – a very 

difficult work, but I don’t think there’s any 

alternative.” (10’) 

 

NARRATION: 

And now, the “elephant man” is travelling 4 

hours up the river Ivindo to a remote 

corner of the Gabonese forest to join one 

of his teams, at one of the 13 National 

Parks in the country. (13’) 

 

They live for months in the forest in the 

most basic living conditions. (3’) 

 

 (FADE UP NAT SND (breakfast/fire 

scene)  

 

Separated from their families and with 

minimal resources, they struggle to protect 

the elephants – 50 of whom have been 

killed in the last six months in this park 

alone.  And it’s not only the elephants 

which are in constant danger. (16’) 

 

JOSEPH: (In French) 

Every day that passes, when I send my 

rangers into the forest, I pray that they will 

return without problems.  Us, we just have 

our bare hands and machetes and knives.  

But the others have big rifles and even 

Kalashnikovs! (14’) 
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MORE RANGER SHOTS WITH WEAPONS 

 

 

 

 

JOSEPH IN CAMP WITH PARFAIT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PARFAIT ON CAMERA 

 

 

 

CUT AWAY TO WILD ANIMALS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DEAD ANIMALS 

COCKREL CRIES 

 

 

CHILDREN ON DRUMS 

 

INTRODUCTION TO PYGMIES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Of course, we’re frightened!! (1.5’) 

 

NARRATION 

Knowing he and his men are out-armed by 

the poachers, Joseph uses a different kind 

of arsenal.  He’s cleverly recruited ex-

poachers like Parfait , who now use their 

inside knowledge against the current 

poachers. (14’) 

 

PARFAIT (In French) 

“We were fishing and hunting in the park, 

and that’s how we met.  

In the beginning, we were ignorant but   

now we know about the protection of the 

animals, and I think it’s a good thing.  

Before, there were animals that would 

have disappeared they were hunted so 

much.” (17’) 

 

NARRATION: 

While Joseph condemns the slaughter, he 

also recognizes that many poachers are 

often doing this work simply to survive. (7’) 

 

One of the main forces driving the supply 

of tusks in Gabon, he believes, is poverty.  

And the region’s poor indigenous groups 

like the pygmies, well known for their 

hunting skills and knowledge of the forest, 

are especially vulnerable to exploitation by 

the traffickers.(19’)) 

 

JOSEPH: (In French) 

“They don’t have work.  They have needs 
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JOSEPH ON CAMERA 

 

CUT TO ELEPHANT FOOTAGE 

 

 

 

 

 

PYGMIE SHOOTS RIFLE 

 

 

 

 

 

JOSEPH TALKING TO AFAN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AFAN ON CAMERA 

IVORY TUSKS 

MEN IN HANDCUFFS 

 

 

 

 

JOSEPH ASKING AFAN QUESTIONS 

IN JAIL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

like everybody else.  They don’t have any 

professional skills.  So the elephant, with 

the value of the ivory, is an enormous 

temptation!”(11’) 

 

NARRATION: 

Now, the pygmies are themselves targeted 

by the international ivory-trafficking 

networks who recruit them to do the 

killing.(9’) 

 

(NAT SOT JOSEPH QUESTIONS AFAN 

JOSEPH : Have you got any other means 

of earning a living apart from killing 

elephants ?  

AFAN: Uh  …  FADE DOWN SOUND) (5’) 

 

NARRATION: 

Afan, a local Baka pygmy, had just been 

arrested with another suspect, when we 

arrived at Joseph’s office in the town.  

Joseph questions him on his role in the 

killing of the elephant (12’) 

 

(NAT SOT JOSEPH QUESTIONS AFAN) 

(In French) 

JOSEPH: So it’s you who does 

everything? 

AFAN: Yes 

JOSEPH: It’s you who carries the gun? 

AFAN: yes, it’s me ..I was there, I had the 

gun.  I killed the animal) (11’) 

 

NARRATION: 

So why did he do it? (1.5’) 
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CUTAWAY TO IVORY TUSKS 

 

 

 

 

AFAN ON CAMERA 

 

 

 

 

 

MORE IVORY TUSK SHOTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JOSEPH ON CAMERA 

CUTAWAY TO AFAN 

 

 

 

 

VARIOUS SHOTS AFAN IN JAIL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MORE AFAN IN JAIL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(NAT SOT: GUARD INTERROGATES 

AFAN (In French) 

AFAN: Because they give me some soap, 

some salt and some petrol – because I 

don’t have any – that’s why I killed it.)(7’) 

 

NARRATION: 

Afan was paid the equivalent of 40 US 

dollars– a fortune to him but a measly sum 

compared to the profit made by the 

middleman who, in turn, sells the tusks to 

the traffickers for 25 times that amount. 

(14’)  

 

JOSEPH: (In French) 

“He’s given the gun, he goes to kill the 

elephants; he’s given a share so he won’t 

testify against them.” (6’) 

 

NARRATION 

And, it’s hunters like Afan who are 

generally more easily caught than either 

the “middlemen” or the other professional 

traffickers.  Now Afan faces both a fine 

way beyond his means, and a prison 

sentence of 3-6 months. (14’) 

 

When asked if he felt guilty about killing an 

elephant, it seems there’s little room for 

sentimentality when it’s a question of 

survival. (9’) 

 

AFAN: (In French) 

“It’s just that the people asked me to do it, 



 9

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JOSEPH TALKING TO BOBO OUTSIDE JAIL 

HOUSE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BACK SHOT OF BOBO BEING QUESTIONED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INTERACTION BETWEEN BOBO AND 

JOSEPH 

 

 

CUTAWAYS TO IVORY TUSKS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

you understand? – that’s how I came to do 

it”(5.5’) 

 

NARRATION: 

But, this time, Afan won’t pay the price 

alone.  The man suspected of being the 

middle-man, in this operation,  “Bobo”, as 

he calls himself, was arrested with Afan.  

Bobo didn’t want us to film his face. (14’) 

 

Allegedly it was he who paid Afan to shoot 

the elephant and then sold the tusks to the 

international ivory traffickers. (7’) 

 

His capture could be a breakthrough for 

Joseph, who hopes Bobo will lead him to 

these bigger fish in the poaching network, 

the only way, Joseph believes, to stop the 

slaughter.  Joseph questions Bobo about 

who traffics the ivory out of Africa. (17’) 

 

(NAT SOT: JOSEPH QUESTIONS BOBO 

(In French) 

JOSEPH: Who are the buyers? 

BOBO:  Cameroonians 

JOSEPH: OK. And what do they do with 

the ivory ? 

BOBO:  I don’t know … 

JOSEPH (sarcastic):  So you, you just 

hunt, you don’t know where the ivory goes 

and you don’t know what they do with the 

ivory? 

BOBO:  no …) (14’) 
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JOSEPH POINTING TO THE TUSKS 

QUESTIONING BOBO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POSTER OF ELEPHANTS AND OTHER WILD 

ANIMALS  

 

 

 

JOSEPH WORKING ON HIS CALCULATOR 

 

 

 

 

 

MORE QUESTIONING BOBO OUTSIDE JAIL 

HOUSE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JOSEPH WITH HIS RANGERS 

NARRATION: 

“Joseph tries to establish the value of the 

ivory, at the stage when Bobo sells it on.” 

(5’) 

 

(NAT SOT: JOSEPH QUESTIONS BOBO 

(In French) 

“JOSEPH: In this case, that one you’d sell 

at how much per kilo? And that one, at 

how much? 

BOBO: This one I can sell for $50 per kilo, 

and that one could go for $20.”(10’)) 

 

NARRATION: 

One tusk, on average, weighs 10 kilos but 

there are elephants in this region whose 

tusks weigh twice as much. (8) 

 

NARRATION: 

Joseph works out that Bobo, as the 

middleman, could be making as much as 

1000 US dollars per elephant killed! (9’) 

 

(NAT SOT: JOSEPH QUESTIONS BOBO 

(In French) 

“JOSEPH: You know that hunting big 

game is illegal, right? 

BOBO:  yes// 

JOSEPH: Do you understand the situation 

that you’re in now?  Are you ready to 

collaborate with the investigation to help 

us?” (13’) 

 

NARRATION: 

Although Bobo refuses to give names, 
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RANGERS AND JOSEPH GETTING IN THEIR 

VEHICLE WITH BOBO 

NIGHT SHOTS 

 

 

 

NIGHT SHOTS RANGERS ON BOAT WITH 

AFAN AND BOBO 

 

 

 

 

MOON SHOT 

JOSEPH IN HIS VEHICLE THROUGH THE 

JUNGLE 

 

JOSEPH WALKING IN JUNGLE WITH 

RANGERS 

 

 

 

 

JOSEPH RUNS TO THE CARCASS OF THE 

ELEPHANT 

 

 

SKULL OF THE ELEPHANT 

 

 

 

JOSEPH HANDLING THE SKULL 

 

 

 

JOSEPH WALKS AWAY FROM THE CAMERA

 

 

hoping for a reduced prison sentence, he 

and Afan DO agree to take Joseph’s team 

to the elephant carcass, deep in the forest.  

The collection of evidence at the site will 

help build a case against the traffickers. 

(15’)  

 

That night, Bobo and Afan set off with the 

forest guards on the 3 day journey back to 

the slaughtered elephant.  (7’) 

 

NARRATION: 

Meanwhile, the next day, Joseph joins 

another of his teams in the forest, who also 

found an elephant carcass three months’ 

earlier. … Joseph is going to look at the 

bones, to see if the elephant was killed and 

or died of natural causes.  He’s looking for 

signs of brutality.(20’) 

 

JOSEPH (In French): 

“Here’s the evidence!  Look – the skull you 

can see how it’s smashed….  They’ve cut 

it with the axe, to get out the ivory.” (18’) 

 

“This proves that the elephant has been 

well and truly killed for its ivory.”(4’) 

 

NARRATION: 

It’s a sight he can never get used to. (3’) 

 

JOSEPH: (In French) 

“Sincerely, it makes me really sad to think 

that my Gabonese brothers devote 

themselves to this kind of activity!” (11’) 
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GUARD BLOWS WHISTLE  

 

MALE AND FEMALE GUARD SEARCHING 

VEHICLES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FEMALE GUARD APPROACHES A VAN 

 

 

 

 

DEAD ANIMALS BEING TAKEN OUT OF THE 

VAN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LIBREVILLE PORT SHOTS 

 

LARGE CARGO SHIPS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CAPTAIN GNAMBAULT ON CAMERA 

 

NARRATION: 

Government efforts have been stepped up 

to stop this kind of activity across the 

country too.  One of the tactics to stop the 

trade is the setting up of road patrols on 

main routes, to search vehicles for ivory 

and other protected species smuggled out 

of the forest.  (17’) 

 

(NAT SOT (female guard in FRENCH  

“Good morning, …. We’re from the ministry 

of water and forests ..Where are you 

coming from?”)  (4) 

 

NARRATION: 

At this patrol, they found some small 

animals killed illegally for meat  – but no 

ivory.(7’) 

 

(nat sot guards find dead monkeys, 

crocodile, etc) 

 

NARRATION: 

Another tactic to help stop the criminals – 

preventing trafficked ivory from leaving the 

country’s alleged main exit point - the main 

port at Libreville.  Here large container 

boats depart to different corners of the 

globe presenting an enormous challenge 

to those whose job it is to thwart the 

smugglers. (21’) 

 
CAPT GNAMBAULT: (In French) 

The Port is a border and we’ve done 
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CAPTAIN GNAMBAULT ON HIS RADIO 

LOOKING OUT TO SEA 

 

 

 

CAPTAIN GNAMBAULT TO CAMERA 

 

 

 

CARGO CONTAINERS BEING LOADED 

ONTO THE SHIP 

 

 

 

 

CAPTAIN GNAMBAULT ON CAMERA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SMALL BOAT ON THE SEA 

MORE PORT SHOTS 

 

 

 

DE MEULENAER TO CAMERA 

 

 

 

 

everything we can to make this border 

impossible to breach, in accordance with 

international norms.(8’) 

 

NARRATION: 

Captain Gnambault is responsible for the 

security here.  (3’) 

 

CAPT GNAMBAULT: (In French) 

The Port of Ivindo is the most heavily 

guarded place in the whole country! (5’) 

 

NARRATION: 

In the last year, no ivory has been 

discovered leaving the port.  But, he says, 

the risk is always there. (8’) 

 

CAPT GNAMBAULT: (In French) 

It’s always possible that there’s a failure of 

the system, that someone could enter with 

one or two pieces of ivory, but, in terms of 

volume, no – nobody could put, for 

example a ton of ivory, or a hundred kilos, 

inside a boat! (14’) 

 

NARRATION: 

But, ivory IS leaving Africa somehow – and 

apparently in great bulk, says Tom de 

Meulenaer. (6’) 

 
TOM DE MEULENAER (In English) 

Illegal trade is certainly serious.  It’s 

becoming more and more organized and 

clearly criminal gangs are trying to bring 

ivory mainly from African to Asian markets. 
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VARIOUS IVORY STATUES 

 

 

 

 

 

JOSEPH ON CAMERA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CUT TO TRAFFIC SHOTS OF TUSKS AND 

CUSTOMS OFFICERS IN ASIA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MORE TRAFFIC PHOTOGRAPHS OF IVORY 

TUSKS AND CUSTOMS OFFICERS 

 

 

 

CUT TO DE MEULENAER ON CAMERA 

 

 

 

 

MORE TRAFFIC PHOTOGRAPHS OF IVORY 

TUSKS AND CUSTOMS OFFICERS 

 

 

(13’) 
 

NARRATION: 

So Joseph says it is important to curb not 

only the supply but also the demand. (7’) 

 

JOSEPH: (In French) 

“I think that if justice is going to be severe, 

it should be directed at the people who buy 

the ivory to put it on the international 

market, rather than at these young people 

who are just looking for a means to feed 

their families” (15’) 

 

NARRATION: 

Controling the global market for ivory 

products is the focus of the United 

Nations Convention on International 

Trade in Endangered Species of wild 

Flora and Fauna, or CITES. )(12’) 
 

TOM DE MEULENAER: (In English) 

“This is the forum where we can bring 

all stakeholders together – the 

consumers in Asia, and the producers 

in Africa.  And try to jointly develop 

policies that lead to combating the 

illegal smuggling of ivory.  (13’) 
 

NARRATION: 

While seizures of ivory worldwide are on 

the increase – an estimated 23 tonnes of 

ivory in 2011 alone – the highest figure 

ever - it seems there’s still a long way to 
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JOSEPH ON DUSTY ROAD ON CAMERA 

 

 

 

 

JOSEPH TO CAMERA 

 

 

 

VEHICLE INSPECTION BY GUARDS 

CUSTOMS OFFICERS CHECKING 

VEHICLES 

 

 

 

WILD ANIMALS 

 

 

 

 

JOSEPH TO CAMERA 

 

MORE ELEPHANT FOOTAGE 

go.  Indications are that the amount of 

ivory being smuggled is also at its highest 

level ever.  (20’) 

 
NARRATION: 

And for Joseph, that means the fight 

continues.(4’) 

 

JOSEPH: (In French) 

“Much more needs to be done for 

conservation to become a reality.” (4’) 

 

JOSEPH: (In French) 

“The international community should 

support a country like Gabon, which is 

really trying to solve this problem.” (6’) 

 

NARRATION: 

And it’s only if people take action, he says, 

that the elephants and the animals he 

loves will have a future.(8.5’) 

 

JOSEPH: (In French) 

“Everytime I go into the forest and see an 

animal, that makes me feel so happy.   

That’s my compensation.(6’) 

Of course it’s worth it.”(2’)  
[TAG] 
In exchange for leading Joseph to one of the top traffickers in the ring, poacher 

Afan and middleman Bobo, were not charged for their crime.  The trafficker spent 

5 months in prison.  Bobo however was once again caught poaching in the forest 

and he is currently in prison awaiting his sentence.  Afan has not been seen 

since. (23’)  
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ANCHOR INTRO #2 (27’”) 
 
[TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO] 
 
For about a third of the world population, fish is a staple part of their diet. And 

millions of people depend on fishing for their livelihood. But the world's oceans 

are being stripped of stock at alarming rates, and threatening the future of many 

and putting the ocean's delicate ecosystem at risk . We travel to the waters of the 

Caribbean where the danger is very real.  

SCRIPT – SEGMENT # 2 (06’59”) 
 

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO : ECO-SYSTEM AT RISK   
 
 
          VIDEO   AUDIO 

   

  

 

OCEAN/BEAUTY SHOTS 

FISH 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FISH BENEATH THE SEA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DRAGON ON-CAMERA 
 
 

(NATSOT – WAVES, BEAUTY SHOTS/MUSIC) 

 

NARRATION: 

Trinidad and Tobago.  Its Caribbean waters once supplied a 

very lucrative fishing industry…worth hundreds of millions of 

dollars.  But all that’s changed – its value has plummeted by 

more than half – causing some one thousand fishermen to 

worry.  (18’) 

 
NARRATION: 

It’s a phenomenon happening across the globe as fish 

stocks dwindle. The reasons –fishing techniques that slowly 

erode the ocean’s ecosystem … and many argue the 

dangerous effects of drilling for oil and natural gas under the 

ocean floor.   (19’) 

 

DRAGON:  (In English) 

“…About the last five years, we used to catch fish by 400 

and 500 lbs.  Now, you can’t catch 100 pounds of fish.” (8’) 
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DRAGON FISHING 

 

 

 

 

DEAD FISH 

 

 

 

 

 

DRAGON 

 

 

 

FISHERMEN AT SEA 

 

 

UNDERWATER SHOTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ABOUD ON-CAMERA  

 
 

NARRATION: 

43 year-old Dragon has spent nearly a quarter of a century 

fishing these waters, depending on the sea to support a wife 

and two children. He says he’s watched his livelihood  slip 

away …(15.5’) 

 

The problem was evident back in mid-2009 when thousands 

of dead fish washed ashore on Trinidad’s southwestern 

tip…(pause) not even the birds ate the carcasses. (17’) 

 

 

DRAGON:  

“The whole beachside was just dead fish, the sea floating.” 

(6)  
 

NARRATION: 

Some environmental activists believe it was the drilling that 

was largely to blame. (5’) 

 

Trinidad and Tobago is the fifth largest exporter of natural 

gas in the world, producing more than 115 million cubic 

metres daily.  (11’) 

 
While a bounty of gas may lie under the ocean floor, the only

way to access this precious commodity is to blast it out of 

the bottom of the sea.  Underground rock is fractured – and 

natural gas is released and then pumped back to the 

surface, all creating seismic blasts which many here, like 

local environmental leader Gary Aboud, argues is killing the 

fish (29’) 

 

GARY ABOUD: 

“When you do seismic surveys which are currently being 

conducted and conducted randomly in Trinidad & Tobago 

the innards of the fish explode.” (7) 
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FISHERMEN AT SEA 

 

 

 

FISHERMEN 

 

 

 

 

DRAGON ON-CAMERA 

 

 

 

INSTITUTE 

 

 

 
 
 
 
BACHAN ON-CAMERA 

 
 

 

BACHAN INTRO 

 

 

 

 

BACHAN ON-CAMERA 

 
 

NARRATION: 

Environmentalists also believe another factor contributing to 

the dwindling supply may be leaking platforms and chemical 

run-off. (9’) 

 

The community did demand the authorities investigate 

exactly why the thousands of fish washed ashore in 2009.  

(8’) 

  

DRAGON:  (In English) 

“They just came and took some pictures and that was it.  We 

never heard anything again.” (4’) 

 
NARRATION: 

We checked with Trinidad & Tobago’s Institute of Marine 

Affairs and learned that water samples were in fact tested 

shortly after the incident but they wrote in an email response 

to us, water quality tests found nothing unusual.   (16’) 
 

BACHAN:  

“Livelihoods are very important to us.  People’s lives are 

very important to us.” (4) 
 
NARRATION: 

Carolyn Seepersad Bachan, former Minister of Trinidad & 

Tobago’s Energy sector says that while she has no specific 

knowledge of why the beaches were littered with dead fish, 

accidents in the oil and gas industry do happen. (15’) 

 

BACHAN:  

“Our state owned companies – they have some aged 

infrastructure so we have had several risks.” (5’) 
 

NARRATION: 

But she says the country is committed to ensuring the safety 
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BOATS/PLATFORM 

 

 

 

 

BACHAN ON-CAMERA 

 

 

 

 
 
BRING IN CATCH 

 

 

 

 

 

ALI ON-CAMERA 

 

 

 

INTRO TO ALI 

 

 

 

 

 

ALI ON-CAMERA 

 

 

VENDOR 

 

 

VENDOR ON-CAMERA 

of the water and the fishing industry even if that means 

closing platforms. (9’) 

 

BACHAN:  

“If there is an issue, we prefer to shut down and that has 

been happening currently throughout all of our operations.  

There are many areas that we have shut down because of 

health and safety risks.” (10) 
 

NARRATION: 

While this is helpful, Dragon and his friends continue to 

worry about their futures, saying that their smaller hauls 

together with higher gas prices that they need to pay, are 

actually causing them to lose money. (15’) 

 

ALI:  (In English)  

“The taxi and the shopkeeper, everybody depend on us.” 

(2.5’) 

 
NARRATION: 

President of the Fishermen’s Association, Esuk Ali, says the 

dwindling fish stock affects the entire community. (7’) 
 

ALI:  (In English)  

“Even the retailers and wholesalers depend on this.  So it’s 

affecting many people’s lives.”(4’) 

 
NARRATION: 

This vendor agrees. (1.5’) 

 

VENDOR:  

“If the fishermen don’t catch fish, we don’t have anything to 

sell.” (3’)  
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NARRATION: 

Making matters worse still, the fishing industry here is facing 

another challenge – drastically restricted opportunities for 

fishing.  (9’) 

 
This rock - known as Soldado - marks the maritime border 

cut off point between Trinidad and Tobago and neighbouring 

Venezuela.  For years, Trinidadian fishermen fished here 

without problems.  But now if they go too close, Venezuelan 

authorities are seizing the boats and restricting their 

movement, all in an effort to keep stocks plentiful for their 

own fishermen.  (25’) 

 

And there’s yet another major threat – trawling.  Deep sea 

trawlers, fishing for shrimp, erode the sea bed – wreck 

nesting areas, and force fish to find new feeding spots. (12’)

 

Shrimp trawlers also disrupt the sea’s delicate ecosystem by 

accidentally trapping smaller fish within their catches – fish 

that are a vital source of food for larger marine life.  (12’) 

 

According to a United Nations report, if trawling worldwide 

continues at its current rate, the world’s oceans may be 

completely stripped of fish within the next 40 years.   (13’) 

 

NARRATION: 

Something that would be devastating for Dragon who spent 

his lifetime fishing. (6’) 

 

DRAGON: 

“…the fish isn’t staying.  It’s moving.  That is a killer to the 

sea.” (4’) 

  
NARRATION: 

For Dragon and so many others, protecting the ocean is 
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critical in saving his livelihood.  Fishing is what they have 

done for generations… and like their fore fathers, it’s a 

matter of survival….(17’) 
 
CLOSE  
And that’s all for this edition of 21st century. Sharing the world’s 
stories, I’m Daljit Dhaliwal, we’ll see you next time, until then goodbye. (11”)  
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